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King Bela, in terror, fled to Austria. Duke Frederick made him pay
for his hospitality by the cession of three border counties. The fugitive
vainly begged shelter from the Emperor Frederick II, whose vassal he
offered to become, and had to seek refuge in the islands of Dalmatia.
Fortunately for him, the invaders, recalled to Asia by circumstances of
which we know little, suddenly retreated towards the countries from
which they had come. Possibly they had heaxd of the death of the Great
Khan, or possibly they feared that they would perish of starvation, since
they had destroyed and ravaged everything.

The Magyar state was not as yet sufficiently civilised to have lost
much in this period of torment. But one thing could not be replaced:
the lost man-power. The gaps in the population were filled by German
colonists.

We have related above how the unchivalrous Frederick of Austria had
profited by the wretched situation of his neighbours to extort from them
three counties. He was to be punished for this mean action. Bela, freed
from the Mongols, demanded the return of his possessions, and fought a
battle against Frederick on the banks of the stream which formed the
boundary of the two states, that same Leitha which afterwards divided
the two halves of the two-fold Austro-Hungarian monarchy. Frederick
was killed in the battle, and Bohemia and Hungary disputed his succession.
The quarrel was decided in favour of Bohemia. Her king, Premysl
Ottokar II, proved himself generous. He had no wish, he said, by once
more weakening Hungary, to lay open to the Mongols access to both
kingdoms. He even married a daughter of the King of Hungary, the
princess Constance.

During the very brief reign of Bela's successor, Stephen V (1270-1272), a
personage who was cleverly to exploit the rivalry between the two countries
came on the scene. This was the King of the Romans, Rudolf of Habsburg.
He secured an alliance with the young King of Hungary, Ladislas IV,
called the Cuman (1272-1290), and pitted him against his rival the King
of Bohemia, Premysl Ottokar II (1253-1278). Hungary, in striving to
destroy Bohemia, was paving the way, little as she knew it, for the for-
tunes of Austria. Fifty-six thousand Hungarians and Cumans took part in
the battle of Diirakrut on the Marchfield, in which the fortunes of Premysl
Ottokax were dashed to the ground (1278). Rudolf, in his letters, shewed
himself full of gratitude and affection towards the Magyars, "his dearly
beloved children, flesh of his flesh and bone of his bone." Twelve years
later he vainly attempted to instal his son Albert as their king on the
ground that Hungary was a fief of the Empire.

Ladislas the Cuman, in spite of this victory, was far from popular
among the Magyars. He made himself hated on account of the favour
he shewed towards the race from which he derives his surname. In 1239
his predecessor Bfla IV had received into the kingdom forty -thousand
representatives of these nomads and had settled them between the Danube
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